RISK MITIGATION PLAN FOR RIO GRANDE SOARING ASSOCIATION FLYING SITES

Dry Canyon
Alamogordo, New Mexico

The Dry Canyon site is suitable for foot launched flight by paragliders and hang gliders.  It is considered Hang 3/Para 3.  (Hang 2/Para 2 with instructor supervision.) This site is on Lincoln National Forest land.  It is a steep cliff launch with a launch crew required in winds over 15 mph.  In case of an accident the group to contact for medical help is Otero County Sheriff Department, at (575) 437-2210, and/or 911.

Site safety protocols:  

1) The launch ramp at Dry Canyon has a warning painted on it: “Beyond this point, danger of falling.”  Nobody should be past that point on the ramp unless he or she is in an aircraft and launching. 

2) All pilots must be subjected to a hang check before launching.  It is highly recommended that a “buddy check” be performed on all equipment prior to the hang check.  

3) Under no circumstances should launches take place while White Sands, easily visible to the west of the Dry Canyon site, shows signs of turbulence and blowing dust.  Pilots who are in the air when such signs occur should immediately land when those indicators are present.  

4) The Medivac helicopter at Gerald Champion Hospital in Alamogordo should be notified whenever launch operations are about to commence, to reduce the risk of midair collisions over the landing zone in Alamogordo.  Their phone number is 575-635-3494.

5) This site is suitable for flying in prevailing winds that range from west through south in direction, and 25 mph or less.  It should never be launched in east or north winds.  

6) Under ordinary weather conditions, from May until October paragliders should not launch at the Dry Canyon site in mid-day conditions (i.e., from 10:00 am until 4:30 pm).  The air is too turbulent then.  Correspondingly, hang gliders flying in those times should be prepared for turbulence – at launch, in the air, and especially in the landing zone, where winds my shift in direction by 90 degrees within a few seconds.

KNOWN HAZARDS

1) Strong winds at the launch ramp of Dry Canyon will tend to lift the left wing.  The glider must be completely balanced before the pilot starts to launch.  A wire crew is recommended for pilots in any winds over 15 mph.  

2) There is a 4-ft high wire fence surrounding the designated landing zone for Dry Canyon.  Since thermals often lift off from the landing zone, pilots are advised to plan on landing in the downwind half of the field, instead of trying for the center.  The best altitude at which to cross the wire fence is 15 to 30 feet AGL.  

3) It is a 7.1 glide to the designated landing zone.  If a pilot is looking up at the launch ramp, it’s time to head for the LZ.  There are power lines along Scenic Drive, which runs between the launch and the LZ.  If a pilot gets too low to clear those power lines, the pilot should land out in the open desert east of Scenic Drive and the Space Hall of Fame (a 4-storey cubical structure that lies east of Scenic Drive).  Avoid arroyos when doing such desert landings.
Franklin Mountain State Park sites
El Paso, TX

Please go to the Southwest Airsports site info web pages for RMP info on the following sites: 

Agave Hill
Lee’s Lookout
Nelson’s
N. Mt. Franklin
